	Reading Tasks                                                          THE SILVER DONKEY    by Sonya   Hartnett                                                Year 4  / Levels:   STAGE 2                                                                                                                                   

	MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES AND BLOOM’S TAXONOMY
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	REMEMBERING
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLYING
	ANALYSING
	EVALUATING 
	CREATING
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	Bookmark
After reading The Silver Donkey, select a character from the book or part of the title, to illustrate on the front of a bookmark.

1. Decide on the shape of your bookmark. (Most are rectangular but you could ‘think outside the square’ and make your bookmark in the shape of e.g. a donkey.)                        

2. Illustrate the front of your bookmark and include the title, author and illustrator of the story.
3. On the back of your bookmark, write a blurb about the story.
	Alike / Different?
Use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast the lives of the children in the story with your life. 

· How are their lives like yours e.g. going to school, doing chores?
· How are they different?
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	Holidays!
Locate a map displaying the English Channel. Using the setting in The Silver Donkey, (we know that the story was set in France, near the narrowest part of the English Channel), pretend that you are going on a holiday to this place.

1. Conduct some research on this city and find some interesting information and pictures which  assist you in being able to visualise the setting of the story.

2. Be prepared to share these ‘holiday records’ with your group.
	Analysing Characters
Choose two characters from The silver Donkey. Use Yellow Hat and Black Hat thinking to identify the strengths and weaknesses of each character and write your ideas in the hats of the worksheet provided.
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	Being a Critic
1. After reading The Silver Donkey, prepare a review of the story stating whether, in your opinion, the book should be read or not. Write a list of things that helped you formulate your opinion.
· Was the plot interesting?

· Were the characters well developed?

· Was the story exciting or boring?

2. Now write an argument convincing people to read, or not read the story.
	A Poem
Write a poem about something to do with ‘The Silver Donkey’. It may be about a character, the setting or something to do with the plot. 

You may wish to write a ‘diamante, a cinquain or perhaps an acrostic.

(For more information on the structure of these poetry forms, click on the site below)
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/diamante/


	MATHEMATICAL
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I enjoy working with numbers & science
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Story Map
1. List the events in The Silver Donkey, in the order in which
 they occurred.

2. Plan a draft map of the events beginning with the first 
event 
or the place where the first event occurred.
 (This could be illustrated).

3. Check that you have added sufficient detail about
 the story and setting.

4. Illustrate your map.
	Plus, Minus, Interesting
Use a ‘Plus, Minus, Interesting graphic organiser to list:

1.  All the positive things about The 
Silver Donkey in the plus column. What made you want to read on?

2. The negative or bad things about’The Silver Donkey’. What parts were boring?

3. The interesting aspects about The Silver Donkey in the ‘interesting’ column.

4. Be prepared to justify your responses.

5. You may wish to reflect your findings in an appropriate column graph.
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	Win Some, Lose Some
1. Create a table with two columns and then, thinking about ‘The Silver Donkey, list all the parts in the story that were exciting in the first column of your table. (These are parts that made you want to read on to find out what would happen next.) In the second column, list all the parts of the story that were boring.

	VISUAL/SPATIAL

I enjoy painting, drawing/

visualising
	Story Poster / Glog
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Your poster should include as much information about the book as possible. You will need to include details about the plot, setting, characters and your favourite scene in the story. 

Consider:

· Where you will position the title of the story, as well as the names of the author and illustrator.

· What type of lettering will you use?


	Word Collage

Create a collage about ‘The Silver Donkey’, using words cut out from magazines and newspapers.

1. The words you choose must describe the plot, the characters, the setting, the illustrations and your feelings about the story

1. Gather some magazines and newspapers and cut out the words that accurately describe the story.

2. Arrange and then paste the words onto coloured paper.

3. Write the title and author of your story somewhere on your collage. On the back, use some of the words from your collage to write your opinion of the story.
	Picture This!

When you have finished reading ‘The Silver Donkey’, decide on a part of the story you would like to paint. It could be:

· The setting

· The theme of the story

· The conflict 
· The solution to the story’s conflict
	A Picture says a thousand words
Choose a passage that vividly describes the setting, a character or an interesting scene in ‘The Silver Donkey’. Now create a picture that clearly shows your own interpretation of what you read. Will you present your ideas in:

An abstract painting, a collage, a photomontage?

	KINAESTHETIC
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I enjoy hands-on activities.
	Character Mobiles

Make a list of all the characters from ‘The Silver Donkey’. Beside each name, write a list of words that describe each character, in terms of their personalities, or what they do in the book. These words can come from the text or from your understanding of the character.
4. Create cardboard cut-outs  of the main characters (at least 15cm tall).

5. At the bottom of each character, attach a paragraph or list of words describing each character’s traits.

Assemble your characters with string and hang them from a coat hanger.
	Keeping Track
After reading ‘The Silver Donkey’, create or use a graphic organiser or flow chart, to record the events which occurred in the introduction, the middle and conclusion of the story.
Use your graphic organiser to highlight information on:

· The characters

· The setting

· Any other details which you see as important to share.

Publish your work by hand or computer
	6. 
	Presenting

Create a PowerPoint, a slide show or glog to present certain aspects of ‘The Silver Donkey’. Your presentation will need to include information on:

· the author

·  other titles by the author,

· a brief description of the book and why you liked it

· aspects of the story you want to highlight

· the characters and how each one contributes to the development of the plot.


	MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES AND BLOOM’S TAXONOMY

	7 WAYS TO BE SMART
	REMEMBERING
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLYING
	ANALYSING
	EVALUATING 
	CREATING

	MUSICAL

I enjoy making & listening to music
	Character Traits 

1. Choose a character from ‘The Silver Donkey.

2. Make a list of words that accurately describes this character. Was the character happy, clever, greedy, nasty, inclusive?

3. What did the character look like? Fair, chubby, skinny, tall, short?

4. Draw a picture of your character in something they would wear.

5. Choose music which will help to highlight their personality and the way that they act and move.
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	Compose a Song
Compose a song about ‘The Silver donkey’. It can be about any aspect of the story you like. Here are some ideas:

· a character

· the plot

· the setting

· the theme

You may find it easier to compose just the lyrics (words) and then put the words to a tune that you know.

	INTERPERSONAL

I enjoy working

with others
	Step right up! (Advertisement)
Create an advertisement to promote The Silver donkey. Your advert can be written for television, for radio, for a billboard or for a magazine.

· The aim of your advert is to promote the story in as few words as possible.
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Brainstorm possible slogans or jingles with a friend. 

Decide how you want to present your advertisement. You could 
create a podcast or video.
	An Interview with..
Pretend that you have the opportunity to interview Lieutenant Shepard.

1. First, write a list of possible questions you could ask him. Make sure the questions are relevant to the story. The idea is to make the Lieutenant Shepard reveal his thoughts and feelings.

2. Type up the questions leaving room for the responses.(If any of your questions relate to the 
First World War, you will need to have done a little research in this area.)

3. Given what you know about Lieutenant Shepard, respond to each question the way you think he would.
	Slide Show / Book Trailer

For this task you can use an online slide show tool, a book trailer tool or a PowerPoint presentation, to create a slide show of ‘The Silver Donkey’.
1. First make a plan. What will your slide show look like, what information are you going to include and how many slides will you have?
2. You may wish to include:

· A retelling of the story with illustrations

· A description of the characters in the story

· A description of the setting

· Scanned pictures from the book
3. Check spelling, punctuation and smooth transition from one slide to the next on completion.

	INTERPERSONAL

I enjoy working

by myself
	Lift the Flap 
Construct a ‘lift the flap’ chart to record information about:
1.In the first column write the title, author and illustrator of ‘The Silver Donkey’.
2.In column 2, write the setting (draw a picture of the setting under the second flap)

3. Under the third flap write about the complication. Write a brief explanation of what the problem was in the story.

4. Under the 4th flap write about the characters. Write a brief description of the main character, stating why they were important to the story.

5. Under the 5th flap write about ‘the solution’. Was the resolution a satisfactory one? Why or why not?
	This is your life…
Write a biography about a character in The Silver Donkey. (A biography is a story about the life of a person).

1. Write down everything you can remember about the character. (You may need to reread sections of the book and conduct some research).

2. Now begin writing about the life of the character based on your notes. Include such information as: their birthplace and birth date, hobbies or interests, major events in their life, family details, likes and dislikes, type of person they are, relationships with other characters.
	Analysing and Critiquing

Using Six Hat thinking, answer the following questions:
White – What are the themes of ‘The silver donkey? 
Red –   Describe what feelings this book evoked in you.
Black – What problems does ‘The silver Donkey’ identify?
Yellow - What are some of the thought-provoking parts of this 

             book?

Green – What new ideas and facts have you learned as a result
               of reading ‘The Silver Donkey?
Blue -   What would you do differently if you rewrote ‘The Silver 

              Donkey’?

                                                                                                           


7 WAYS TO BE SMART





LANGUAGE





I enjoy reading, writing & speaking
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